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Unlike household dust, cosmic 'dust’ actually consists of tiny solid grains (mostly
carbon and silicates) floating around in interstellar space, with similar sizes to the
particles in cigarette smoke.
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The dust particles that are mixed with the gas are tiny, only afraction of a
micrometer in size, and could therefore better be described as *“smoke™.
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Cosmic dust particles are very small. To understand their size and consistency, they
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may best be visually compared to cigar smoke
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Interstellar and interplanetary dust grains between about .6 micrometers and 1.4 micrometers
are captured by Jupiter's magnetosphere, or area of magnetic influence, according to the
study. Such particles are smaller than the diameter of a human hair and about the size of

smoke particles.
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"The interstellar gas consists of atoms and molecules, mainly composed of hydrogen
and helium. Interstellar dust particles are the size of smoke particles’.
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Interstellar dust is mainly made from carbon and oxygen - with sizes typically that of
cigarette smoke. It is not the same as the dust we clean up in our houses, and in fact
the Earth isa giant lump of dust!
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"The gas in interstellar space is accompanied by very tiny grains of dust, much like
that found in cigarette smoke'".
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